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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
twentieth day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4309 • August 22, 1974 

Women's Equality Day, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On August 26th, 1920, American women finally gained the right to 
vote when the Nineteenth Amendment was certified as part of our 
Constitution. 

Today, fifty-four years later, the women of America are actively 
participating in and contributing to all aspects of our economic, social 
and political life. Many obstacles on the road to equal opportunity have 
been removed as legislative and executive actions have helped to reduce 
sex discrimination in education, training and employment. Special efforts 
have been made in the Federal Government, so that women now con­
tribute more fully than ever before to the formulation and execution of 
public policy. 

But although we as a Nation have come a great distarice since 1920, 
we still have a great distance to go. In 1970, on the floor of the House, I 
said that the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution was an idea 
whose time had come. Today I want to reaffirm my personal commit­
ment to that amendment. The time for ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment has come just as surely as did the time for the 19th 
Amendment. 

As 1975 approaches, widely proclaimed as International Women's 
Year, Americans must deal with those inequities that still linger as bar­
riers to the full participation of women in our Nation's life. We must also 
strengthen and support laws that prohibit discrimination based on sex. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby call upon all Americans to observe 
August 26, 1974, as Women's Equality Day, with appropriate cere-
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monies and activities. I further urge Americans to consider the essential 
role of women in our society and their contribution to our economic, 
social and political well-being. As a Republic dedicated to liberty and 
justice for all, this Nation cannot deny equal status to women. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
twenty-second day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4310 • September 4, 1974 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Our country's Hispanic heritage reaches back more than four cen­
turies. When the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth Rock, Hispanic 
civilization was already flourishing in what is now Florida and New 
Mexico. Since then the Hispanic contribution to America has been a 
consistent and vital influence in our country's cultural growth. 

More than ten million Americans of Hispanic origin today contribute 
to our national diversity, enriching the quality of American life in the 
arts, the sciences, sports, religion and the small but important things of 
everyday living. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 10, 
1974, and ending September 16, 1974, as National Hispanic Heritage 
Week. I call upon all the people of the United States, especially the 
education community and those organizations concerned with the pro­
tection of human rights, to observe that week with appropriate cere­
monies and activities. 

In celebrating this occasion, I also call upon my fellow Americans to 
rededicate themselves to the principle of full and equal opportunity for 
all citizens, and to seize upon the broad spectrum of skills and abilities 
of those individuals of Hispanic heritage who have so significantly con­
tributed to our Nation's growth and prosperity. 
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